Video Notes: Siege of Constantinople
· Over the centuries the Christians in Constantinople held off multiple invasions by Muslims. Because of its location between Europe and Asia, if the Muslims ever succeeded in conquering Constantinople, Europe would be vulnerable to attack. 
· For 800 years Constantinople was the center of trade and the richest city. It was the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire.
· By 1453 Constantinople had deteriorated and decayed to become nothing more than an impoverished city-state led by Constantine XI.

· Constantinople was the center of the Orthodox Church while Rome was the center of the Catholic Church. Each was jealous of the power of the other.
· In 1204 during the Crusades, Christian Crusaders invaded and sacked Constantinople. This would never be forgotten.

· The Ottoman Empire, stretched from the Danube River to the Euphrates River and still included Greece, Bosnia, Serbia, and Bulgaria.

· As early as the 7th Century the Muslims tried to capture Constantinople from the Byzantine Empire. The walled city stayed strong.

· In 1450 the 21-year old Ottoman sultan Mehmed the Conqueror was determined to take Constantinople. His goal was to create a vast empire with his capital to be Constantinople.

· Mehmed was well educated and made sure his troops had the best weapons. Constantine XI now stood in the way of Mehmed.

· Constantine paid gold to its enemies to avoid war. Constantinople was now poor.

· After Constantine ran out of money Mehmed built an impressive fortress, the Rumeli Hisari, on the Bosporus. It was directly across the strait from the fortress that his grandfather Bayezid I built, called Anadolu Hisari.
· Mehmed now controlled the Bosporus Strait and could stop Constantinople’s trade (preventing grain from reaching the city). Constantinople was cut off from the rest of the world.

· Constantine sent gifts to the sultan and even asked for help from the Catholic Church. He was now desperate. His empire was poor and starving.

· Mehmed offered Constantine a deal. He wanted territory in Greece and freedom of religion for his people in exchange for the City of Constantinople. Constantine refused and could not surrender the city, which was the center of his culture.

· Constantine vowed to defend the city to the death in war.

· On April 6, 1453 the Ottoman camp surrounded the city of Constantinople. Many of the children of the Ottoman Empire (from Bosnia and Serbia) were to carry out this holy war.

· Mehmed offered one last chance for peace. When Constantine rejected it, Mehmed attacked.

· The first battle went to Constantine. After the loss, Mehmed brought in a huge cannon that could fire a cannon ball more than a mile. It required 60 oxen and 400 men to use it. It also took 2-hours to load. More than 60 cannons were cast in foundries outside Constantinople. The goal was to pound the walled city into surrender.

· The cannons breached the wall in many places but the Byzantines repaired the wall and fought off the invaders.

· Mehmed next build a large siege tower. The tower was burned by the Byzantines.

· 12-weeks into the siege, the sultan’s army was on the verge of deserting.

· Up until this point, Mehmed attacked from the land. Now Mehmed turned to attack Constantinople by sea.

· He bypassed a large chain in the water (meant to stop ships) bringing his forces over land and then began his attack by sea.
· The Ottoman war fleet now surrounded the city. Constantine continued to defend the city.

· Now the defenders had to spread all the way around the walls of the city.

· Mehmed next aimed all his cannons at the same point. Within a month the walls were crumbling.
· The lost tomb of a relative of Mohammed was found near Constantinople. This boosted morale and was taken as a good omen in the final Ottoman push to defeat the Byzantines.

· The Christians believed that the city would never fall as long as the moon was in the heavens. On May 24, 1453 there was a full lunar eclipse. This was a bad omen for the Byzantines.

· The Hagia Sophia Church soon filled with refugees as the Ottoman barrage of cannons and muskets continued and the Ottomans fled into the city.

· The last outpost of the Roman Empire had now fallen.

· The Ottoman soldiers spent three days of raping, killing, and looting. They enslaved the Christians within the city.

· Mehmed went straight to the church Hagia Sophia and proclaimed the building to be a Muslim Mosque.

· Constantine died in battle and his tomb has been lost to history.

· Mehmed also decreed that the Hagia Sophia would forever remain a Christian sanctuary.

· The city was re-named Istanbul.

· The very survival of Christianity in Europe was threatened forever.

· With the Silk Road closed, Europeans now searched for other ways to reach the East for trade and the Age of Exploration was born.
1

